
   I would like to take 
this opportunity to introduce 
myself to you as the new 
Chief of Police for the West-
town-East Goshen Regional 
Police Department.  It is an 
honor to be a part of such a 
highly respected law enforce-
ment agency - one that genu-
inely embraces the values of 
service, performance, and 
dedication to the community.   

Prior to my appoint-
ment as Chief, I served as a 
member of the Pennsylvania 
State Police for over 28 years 
in a wide variety of positions 
such as patrol officer, crimi-
nal investigator, training offi-
cer, supervisor, Director of 
the Early Intervention Pro-
gram, and Troop Com-
mander.  Additionally, my 
career offered me the oppor-
tunity to serve in a wide vari-
ety of communities ranging 
from rural communities such 
as northern Berks County to 
urban communities such as 
Philadelphia.  Prior to enter-
ing the State Police in 1983, I 
received my bachelor’s de-

gree in Administration of Justice 
from the Pennsylvania State 
University in University Park, 
PA.  In 2011, I completed my 
master’s degree in Criminal 
Justice at Saint Joseph’s Univer-
sity in Philadelphia, PA.  Addi-
tionally, I had the opportunity to 
attend the FBI National Acad-
emy, a training program for 
police executives, in Quantico, 
VA.   This training program was 
eye opening for me because I 
had the opportunity to study 
criminal justice issues with law 
enforcement officers from 
around the world.  I am looking 
forward to using my experience 
and education to enhance the 
performance of the Westtown-
East Goshen Regional Police 
Department. 

Although most police 
departments provide patrol, traf-
fic enforcement, and criminal 
investigation services, I believe 
what makes the Westtown-East 
Goshen Regional Police Depart-
ment unique is our concentrated 
focus on “customer service”.  
Our officers strive to maintain 
outstanding communication 
with the citizens that we serve.  
This communication ensures 
that we continually reassess 
whether we are providing the 
services that the public desires 
and whether we are meeting the 
expectations of the public.  

One of my plans for 
the department is to utilize tech-

nology to further enhance the 
communication between mem-
bers of the community and our 
agency.  I believe that by using 
technology in a fiscally re-
sponsible manner, the West-
town-East Goshen Regional 
Police Department can en-
hance the quality and quantity 
of services offered to the pub-
lic.  Although citizens are al-
ways welcome to call the po-
lice at 610-692-9600 (non-
emergency) and 911 
(emergency) to ask a question 
or discuss their concerns, we 
recognize that some individu-
als may find it more conven-
ient to communicate electroni-
cally.  As a result, the depart-
ment’s website of 
www.westtownpolice.org pro-
vides numerous opportunities 
for communication.  For ex-
ample, the “Home” tab has a 
feature that enables citizens to 
send an email to a specific unit 
(detectives, etc.) or to a spe-
cific officer.   In addition, the 
“Contact Us” tab gives citi-
zens the ability to submit in-
formation on the following 
items: 

 crime tips 

 traffic complaints 

 ordinance violations 
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Historic Preservation Commission Event 



our department to send out notifications 
for significant incidents in “real time” to 
individuals that would like to receive 
them, thereby enhancing communication 
and safety. 

Another important aspect of 
communication between a law enforce-
ment agency and the citizens that it serves 
is that communication should be proac-
tive, not just reactive.  Too often, commu-
nication does not occur until after a prob-
lem or a crime occurs.  In order to address 
potential issues before they create prob-
lems in our community, we welcome the 
opportunity to provide speakers for 

groups and organizations on a wide 
variety of topics ranging from crime 
prevention tips to drug awareness train-
ing.   

The Westtown-East Goshen 
Regional Police Department views 
every opportunity to interact with the 
public as an opportunity to assist, edu-
cate, and enhance communication and 
therefore, I invite you to contact us if 
we can be of further assistance to you.  
By working together, we can make 
Chester County an even safer place to 
live and work.  

Chief Brenda Bernot WEGO 

 compliment on officer’s  
performance 

  ask a question or make a 
comment on any topic 

 vacation notification and  
property check request 

Additionally, the website of-
fers access to a wealth of information 
such as press releases on recent police 
investigations, scam notifications, 
monthly activity reports, and notes from 
the monthly Police Commission meet-
ings.  We are also currently working on 
a software upgrade that would permit 

 

Chester Creek Watershed 

Impaired Reaches 

Seventeen miles of Chester Creek are listed as impaired 
reaches not attaining their designation water quality desig-
nations and uses. They are: 

 Goose Creek: Due to alteration of natural stream 
(hydrologic) flows, sedimentation, and municipal point 
sources, this large tributary does not meet its modest 
standards for Warm Water Fisheries. Goose Creek has 
also been listed as impaired for fecal coliform based on 
the 2003-2004 CRC/DEP Goose Creek Study, which 
found average levels significantly in excess of stan-
dards. 

 East Branch of Chester Creek from the confluence with 
Goose Creek in Thornbury to the confluence with 
Rocky Run, and 

 A section of the Main Branch in Brookhaven below the 
Southwest Municipal Treatment plant. 

The goal of the Clean Water Act is to address these failing 
segments, and eventually get them up to standards. 

A Restoration Plan (TMDL) for Chester Creek in the 
works 
 
The non attaining (failing) sections of Chester Creek are 
now the focus of several TMDL (Total Maximum Daily 
Load) studies being completed by DEP and EPA. TMDL is 

a scientific determination of the assimilation capacity and the 
required reduction for specific pollutants impacting an im-
paired stream to bring it up to standards for its designated uses.  
 
The required pollutants loading will be allocated to discharge 
permits for industry and municipal and private waste water 
treatment plants to the extent possible, with the remaining re-
quired reduction will be allocated to stormwater runoff dis-
charged through municipal storm sewers systems. These targets 
will most likely require municipalities to require changes in 
existing stormwater facilities and municipal ordinances. 
 

 

 

All of Pennsylvania’s streams are periodically assessed 
by DEP to determine whether the waters are meeting 
their designated uses. Biannually, DEP publishes the 
Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment 
Report, which includes the 305(b) assessment. Seg-
ments which fail to attain their designated uses are then 
listed on the 303(d) Impaired Waters list and placed on a 
schedule for DEP to develop a control plan for discharges 
to the stream, including stormwater runoff, that strives to  
bring that stream segment back into compliance. The 
Integrated 305(b) Assessment and 303(d) Listing is avail-
able at:  
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us

All of Pennsylvania’s streams are periodically assessed 
by DEP to determine whether the waters are meeting 
their designated uses. Biannually, DEP publishes the 
Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment 
Report, which includes the 305(b) assessment. Seg-
ments which fail to attain their designated uses are then 
listed on the 303(d) Impaired Waters list and placed on a 
schedule for DEP to develop a control plan for discharges 
to the stream, including stormwater runoff, that strives to  
bring that stream segment back into compliance. The 
Integrated 305(b) Assessment and 303(d) Listing is avail-
able at:  
http://www.depweb.state.pa.us 

What Are Impaired Waters?  
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Message from Chief Bernot, (con’t) 

Chester Creek Watershed 
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Office/Retail Space For Lease Near Goose Creek Park 
  

842 E. Street Road (Route 926) 

Above the Westtown Post Office near the Goose Creek Grill 

   Approximately 1,600 square feet of commercial space in Thornbury Township is available for lease. 
The space is located at 842 E. Street Road, on the second floor above the Westtown Post Office near the 
Goose Creek Grill.  The location is easily accessible and visible from Route 926 (Street Road) and is 
situated at the entrance of Goose Creek Park.  The space includes two restrooms, secure access, central 
air, and plenty of parking.  The property is owned and managed by Thornbury Township, Chester 
County.  Please inquire by contacting Brody Bovero, Thornbury Township Manager, at (610) 399-1425. 

 

B O A R D  O F  S U P E R V I S O R S  A P P R O V E S  S Q U I R E  C H E Y N E Y  
P A R K  D E V E L O P M E N T — P H A S E  1  

 

The first phase of the Squire Cheyney Park plan is moving forward.  Since 2007, and even before, the 
Township has worked toward a plan that includes a trail around the perimeter of the farm.  Through-
out the trail, resting areas and interpretive signs will be located.  The signs will include information 
that will teach visitors about the historic nature of the property.  In total, the park will have approxi-
mately 1.5 miles of trails.   

The project is funded in part through state and county grants, and is currently in the final engineering 
and permitting stage.  Many residents, including those who have served on the Board of Supervisors, 
Planning Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, and the Parks & Recreation Commission, 
have put countless hours into making this project a reality. 

Completion of the project is scheduled for spring of 2014.  For more information on the project, visit 
www.thornburytwp.com/parks.htm .  

CRC’s 8th Annual Chester Creek Earth Day  

  Cleanup was held on  

Saturday, April 20, 2013  

 CRC provided gloves and trash bags. Thornbury Township  

had 30 volunteers at the Goose Creek Park. Many thanks to  

Hassan Riad and his helpers. The Township had many residents  

participating in the clean up also. They collected 35 bags of trash  

including 10 tires, buckets and children’s play furniture, totaling  

1160 pounds of trash.  

Thank You everyone! 
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Reading Canine Body Postures: 
NEUTRAL RELAXED while dogs cannot speak, they do display their state of mind via their body 
language. By taking careful note of ear position, pupil dilation, facial tension (particularly around the 
muzzle and forehead), tail carriage and body weight distribution, an observer can detect whether a dog is 
relaxed or fearful, or acting in a submissive or dominant manner toward the observer. 
 
(Can you guess Trevor’s Body Posture in this Photo?) 

AROUSAL The dog has been stimulated by something in his environment. When the dog is excited by something pleasurable, the 
hackles will be down and the tail will be carried a little lower and will loosely wag. The muzzle will be relaxed and the tongue may 
be seen. This posture may be displayed to subordinates in order to express higher ranking pack position. 
 
AGGRESSIVE ATTACK This threatening posture is used to chase another away or, if need be, to attack in order 
to protect possessions, pack or self. 
 
ACTIVE SUBMISSION This pacifying posture is used when a dog acknowledges another dog or human’s higher social ranking, 
or to inhibit another’s aggression. 
 
PASSIVE SUBMISSION Bellying up indicates surrender, a pacifying gesture offered to a more dominant or 
aggressive individual. 
 
DEFENSIVE AGGRESSION When fearful, a dog will give warning signals to indicate he does not wish to be approached. If, 
unheeded, he will bite to protect himself. 
 
MATERNAL CORRECTION A mother dog will discipline a pup with a quick muzzle grasp. The pup learns to offer submissive 
body postures. 
 
PLAY SOLICITATION The play bow is a combination of dominant and submissive gestures. It is offered to invite another to 
play or as part of courtship behavior 
 
GREETING BEHAVIOR A submissive dog may greet a more dominant dog with a muzzle nudge as an appeasement (pacifying) 
gesture. 
 
GREETING POSTURE Dogs sniff each other’s genital region when greeting to gather information on sexual status. 

 

Teresa’s Scrumptious Artichoke Bread 
Ingredients 
1 (14 ounce) can artichoke hearts, drained and chopped 
2 green onions, sliced 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
4 ounces cream cheese, room temperature 
1/4 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 cup sour cream 
1/2 cup mozzarella, shredded 
1/4 cup parmigiano reggiano (parmesan), grated 

1 loaf Italian bread, sliced in half lengthwise 
Directions 
Mix the artichoke hearts, green onions, garlic, cream cheese, mayonnaise, sour cream, mozzarella  
and parmigiano reggiano reserving some of the cheese. 
Hollow 1/2 an inch out of the center of both halves of the bread. 
Spread the mixture into the hole in the bread slices and top with the reserved cheese. 
Bake in a preheated 350F oven covered in foil for 20 minutes. 
Remove the foil and continue to bake until the cheese is melted and golden brown. 

Trevor Talks: 

Attention Residents 

Submit a family favorite recipe to 

administration@thornburytwp.com 

to be compiled into a Thornbury 

Township Residents Cook Book. 
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The Old Cheyney Colonial Farmhouse at 1400 E. Street Rd.: 
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   In each issue of the Gander an article by the Thornbury Historic Preserva-
tion Commission tells about one of our Historic Home Resources.   This is 
another in the series. 

The Old Cheyney Colonial Farmhouse at 1400 E. 
Street Rd. 

On the south side of Rt. 926, Street Rd., near Chey-
ney Rd. is a solid stone farmhouse connected to the 

early history of the township, and the Cheyney family.  It most likely was built when 
we were still a British colony. Way back in 16th c. England, there was Sir Thomas 
Cheyney who was a shield bearer for King Edward III. For services rendered to the Crown he was awarded 
large estates in Kent, England. He died in 1559. 

Fast forward to 1681 when Richard Marsh buys 10,000 ac. from William Penn. Of this wilderness tract in 
1685 John Beller purchases 1,500 ac.  Meanwhile John Cheyney, a direct descendant of Sir Thomas, immi-
grated to the New World, settling in Middletown, near Ashton. He dies in 1722, leaving his properties to his 
sons, Thomas and John. These sons, second generation Americans, in 1724 buy the entire 1,500 ac. from Bel-
ler, and come to settle in Thornbury. 

The son, John Cheyney had five children, the first being Thomas Cheyney, born in 1731. In 1745 father John 
dies, when Thomas is 14 yrs. This young countryman grows up to be Squire Cheyney, a Justice of the Peace, 
an active, Whig, and champion of Independence. It was this Thomas, who was renowned for riding to warn 
Washington that the British were flanking him at the Battle of the Brandywine on Sept, 11, 1777.   

The county records show that, after John’s large estate was divided among his four sons, in 1760 Thomas 
(Squire) Cheyney acquires from his brothers a parcel of 150 acres. On this tract, was built the colonial house 
and its springhouse, now identified as 1400 East Street Rd.  The house sits close along Street Rd, a very impor-
tant early colonial road, laid out by William Penn in the late 17th century as a straight road in part for conven-
ience of travel to lands of his daughter, Letitia. 

Now back to our subject stone house.  According to Historic Resource Report on this structure, the deeds indi-
cate there was a house somewhere on this land as early as 1740. Architecturally the stone farmhouse dates 
from c. 1750-1800. Who lived there is not known to us, but we know that our famed Squire Cheyney lived in 
the larger stone farmhouse, further south in the center of his “plantation”. This larger house, next to our town-
ship park, passed from the Squire upon his death in 1811 to his son, William. This house stayed in the Chey-
ney family until 1875, when the tract, now reduced to 123 ac, is acquired by Thomas Dallett, merchant of 
Philadelphia. In 1939, Alfred and Irene Dallett cut off a parcel of four acres 
from their farm and sold it.     

The house was originally built as a three bay, 2-1/2 story stone house with two 
interior chimneys in the gable ends. It had just two rooms on each floor. A 
later extension to the west added another bay. The core house exhibits the sim-
plicity of Quaker values and a rural vernacular design. Over last 80 years three 
ell additions- 1930s, 1950s and 1990s were built on the back (south) to accom-
modate the needs of the owners and modernization. The 1939 ell was done by 
the restoration architect, Ralph Minnich of West Chester. We note that this home has been on Chester County 
Day several times including 1954 and 1956, when it was called Wood’s End.  

This old Cheyney farmhouse stands today as a testament the 18th century PA farmhouse vernacular, but most 
of all it is a home graced by years of care and in harmony with its natural setting.   
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 Egg Hunt at the Goose Creek Park 

  Makin Music provided 
musical entertainment while 
children scrambled for 
eggs.  Families enjoyed hot 
dogs and snacks . 

  The Parks & Recreation 
Commission would like to 
thank all those who at-
tended and helped in any 
way.   

  Keep an eye out for more 
information about future 
events! 

  Thornbury Township’s Park and 
Recreation Commission welcomed 
the arrival of Spring on March 16th  
at Goose Creek Park to celebrate the 
Egg Hunt.   
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I’D LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU 

Hearing from you, our residents and 
businesses of Thornbury Township, 
keeps me on my toes!   

    If you have any comments, ques-
tions or ideas regarding this news-
letter, please take a minute to con-
tact me at 610-399-1425 or you can 
email me at: 

tdestefano@thornburytwp.com     

Sincerely, 

Teresa DeStefano, Editor   

   To all our residents, like us on 
Facebook - Thornbury Township, 
Chester County to keep informed of 
all that is happening in the Township.  

 

 

     

 

   Thornbury Township is now on 
Twitter, Follow us 
@ twitter.com/
thornbury Chesco 
to be informed of 
all that is happen-
ing. 
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