
 
 
Rake it…or leave it! 
 
Here’s what to do with your yard full of leaves… 
 
Rake it!  Never rake leaves into or near storm drains, ditches, creeks or the river.  Decaying 
leaves use up the water’s oxygen, harming aquatic inhabitants. 
 
Leave it!  Mulch leaves by running over them with your lawn mower at the next cutting.  Leaves 
and grass clippings are the best fertilizer for your lawn. 
 
Or...rake it and leave it!  Rake leaves into a compost pile for a nutrient-rich fertilizer to use on 
your garden next spring. 
 
Rake it…or leave it.   
It’s that easy. 
 
 
 
 


